Dear Tennessee State Soccer Association Members, 

It’s time for an annual review of TSSA, where we are and where we are going.    
There have been a number of initiatives we’ve undertaken in the last year.  We have put more emphasis on recreational soccer with the club of week program and visits from the VP of Recreational Ken Bernhardt to recreational associations.  Tom Condone, our Director of Coaching has also been involved in a number of coaching and training initiatives with newer recreational associations, as well as existing associations.  Lois and Jose continue to work hard for Top Soccer. There have been policy revisions to TSSA policy 11 to keep young players from playing competitive soccer.  Many of you have indicated U-9 is as young as you want players competing at the competitive division 2 or 3 level.  
In response to comments from coaches and league officers, we have made a number of modifications to various policies and are in the process of making significant changes to policy 8, the “Protests and Appeals” policy with the input and help of our policy and bylaw committee. Competitive soccer in Tennessee may be at its’ most competitive level ever with teams competing well in out of state tournaments, the Region 3 Tournament and as well as a quality ODP program.  We are working with referees and coaches to facilitate a dialogue between coaches and referees to improve communication a better understanding and fewer misunderstandings between players, parents, and coaches with referees.
Another initiative we are undertaking is more of an emphasis on in adult soccer.  We have elected a new VP, Jamie Clary.  Jamie has history of playing the game at youth, high school, college and as an adult.  He is also a college qualified referee.  A few years ago, I was not really aware of adult soccer.  When looking at soccer from a global perspective, I think increasing the interest, quantity of players and quality of players in adult soccer is imperative to the continued interest in soccer and the popularity of soccer in the future.  There is a place for the five year old to play in most areas, as well as the competitive fifteen year old, however that is not always the case in adult soccer.  The growth of adult soccer will enhance opportunities for the youth through community interest, likely additional coaches from their ranks and a place for many of our children to continue to play into their twenties, thirties and even beyond.  Soccer can be a sport to participate in for the majority of your life.  For years leagues like yours has been dealing with a handful of adults looking for a place to play.  TSSA would like to offer some assistance on that issue.    
This year is the first year for division 1 State League.  I appreciate VP of Competition Ken Underwood’s desire, effort and execution in putting together the D1 state league.  I know the amount of time he has spent in creating this league from scratch, along with input from the division 1 coaches in Tennessee.  His dedication to TSSA and its members are appreciated.  Changes to the D1 league will be made so next years league runs more efficiently and with fewer hiccups.  Ken, like the other board members and the TSSA staff, work diligently and in support of its members.  All their efforts are appreciated.

Lastly, I know there are many areas where TSSA can improve, some we have already identified like improved customer service and better communication.  I’d ask that you work with us on suggestions and solutions.  TSSA is only as good as its’ volunteers and members.  TSSA is a representation of soccer in Tennessee.  Please stay involved locally with your state association.  Each district has a TSSA District Director that would be happy to have a dialogue with you.  Additionally, feel free to communicate with any of the members of the TSSA Board of Director’s.
Warm Regards,

Andy Bolt

President-Tennessee State Soccer Association 
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